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2. Project Abstract 

The University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine (UNLVSOM) Department of 

Psychiatry is proposing the addition of a Fellowship Program in Forensic Psychiatry.  This is the 

subspecialty in the field which focuses on both the relationship between psychiatry and the law, 

but also the provision of care within the correctional system.  Large numbers of seriously 

mentally ill individuals find themselves in the jail or prison system which often has few 

resources for their care and treatment.  Studies have demonstrated that in current corrections 

systems, over half of the inmates additionally are diagnosed with severe mental illness.  With the 

opening of the Stein Forensic Hospital at Southern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services, the 

clinical foundation for a fellowship has finally been created in this region of the state.  The 

shortage of psychiatrists in Nevada is present in the forensic subspecialty as well.  Our 

collaborators include Southern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services, the UNLV Boyd School 

of Law, and the FOCUS Mental Health Group that provides clinical services in the Detention 

Center. We have had two former residents leave the state to obtain training in this field in the last 

few years due to lack of local training and a current year graduate will also be relocating to 

attend a forensic fellowship program out of state.  The expected outcome is the graduation of 2 

forensic fellows per academic year to provide support in the context of local shortages, and that 

these fellows will remain in the community to provide services to this underserved population.  

Measurable outcomes include board passage rates in the subspecialty and rates of retention in the 

community post-completion. 

 
 

 

 



1 
 

2. PROJECT ABSTRACT 

1. Project Summary: The Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD) is seeking funding to 

implement a public health and general preventive medicine residency program, a two-year 

program during which residents will receive training in direct patient care, complete an MPH 

degree, rotate through public health programs, and participate in research and didactic activities.  

2. Goals and Objectives: The primary goal is to increase the number of physicians trained and 

practicing in public health and general preventive medicine in both Clark County and Nevada. 

To meet this goal, the SNHD intends to meet the following objectives during the period of this 

grant: 1) recruit and enroll up to 4 residents (and graduate up to 2 of these residents); 2) provide 

clinical, academic, and practicum training opportunities as well as didactic and research 

opportunities; and 3) continue to develop and implement a plan to sustain the program.   

3. Collaborations and Partnerships: SNHD is collaborating with the University of Nevada Las 

Vegas (UNLV) School of Public Health, where the residents will be completing coursework 

towards an MPH degree.  

4. Expected Results and/or Outcomes: Upon completion of their training, residents will have 

met all ACGME-required competencies and be eligible for board certification in public health 

and general preventive medicine. Residents will then be able to fill leadership or a variety of 

other roles in state and local public health departments, health care institutions or other 

organizations and increase the capacity of the public health and health care systems to promote 

and protect health and prevent disease among individuals, communities and populations. 

 




